For the purpose of processing waste water discharged from dye-synthesizing plants and dying plants, a yeast Candida curvata AN723 that is capable of decomposing azodye (chrysoidine) was evaluated.
Many studies have been carried out to screen dye-degrading bacteria, and the isolated bacteria and the substances they decompose (cited in parenthesis) are as follows: Pseudomonassp. (tartrazine(l),orange I (2), p-amino azobenzene (3) and orange II (4)), Bacillus subtilis (p-aminoazobenzene p-acetaminoazobenzene (5)), B. cereus(new coccine(6)) and Streptococcusfaecalis (red 2G(7), red 2G, red 10B and methylred(8)). As for yeast, however, only three papers have been published on this subject, two of which described the biological reduction of Brewer's or Baker's yeast (new coccine chrysoidine (9) and red 2G (10)) and their Lebedef juices (sudan 2(11)).
We had studied the waste-water from a sake brewing factory (12) and from a dry bonito factory(13) that were treated using yeast. As yeast has the ability to decompose a wide range of organic substances, we screened the yeast strain, Candida curvata AN-723, which is capable of degrading azodye (chrysoidine) from stock cultures (14) .
In this paper, we describe chrysoidine degradation and characterization of the yeast strain. Different volumes of the basal medium were put into 500 ml shaking flasks to observe the effect of aeration on the decolorization yield. As Table 1 shows, volumes of the medium between 25 to 100 ml caused little change decolorization yield after 6 days of culturing. On the other hand, C. curvataAN723 was cultivated in the GYP medium containing to 0.01% New Coccine at 30 *C, and showed a decolorization yield of 92 % after 3 days (data not shown). This strain has a higher degrading activity of New Coccine as compared to that of Bacillus cereus (6) .
As shown in Fig. 1 , the decolorization ratio coincided The purification of azoreductase and examination of its properties are currently under way.
